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SHERVIN PISHEVAR 

Born in Iran, Shervin Pishevar immigrated to the United States with his family as a child, carrying with him the 
resilience and determination instilled by his parents. Arriving with just $35, his parents worked tirelessly—his 
father as a taxi driver and his mother as a maid—despite holding advanced degrees in their homeland. Their 
sacrifices enabled Pishevar and his siblings to access the education and opportunities that define the American 
dream. 

This formative experience shaped Shervin’s unrelenting drive to create industries that empower others to thrive. 
His journey from humble beginnings to becoming a globally recognized innovator and investor earned him the 
Ellis Island Medal of Honor, an accolade given to only 100 people, recognizing his profound contributions to 
American society and his embodiment of the immigrant ethos. 

Since 2011, Pishevar’s early investments have generated over $7 billion in value, with more than $3 billion 
distributed in profits—an astonishing 88% IRR. Forbes recognized his investing acumen, naming him to its 
prestigious Midas List of the top 100 venture investors for four consecutive years. He was also featured on the 
magazine’s cover. Pishevar has achieved over 93 exits in his 27-year career in tech. 

As the early lead investor and board member of Uber, he played a pivotal role in transforming ride-sharing into a 
global phenomenon. Pishevar also helped introduce Travis Kalanick to the CEO of Baidu, which led to the joint 
venture creating Uber China. Pishevar invested $50 million to help launch Uber China and contributed another 
$50 million after its merger with Didi. 

As co-founder and first Executive Chairman of Virgin Hyperloop One, Pishevar introduced the world to a new era 
of high-speed transportation, building both a global brand and a new industry.  Pishevar’s career is defined by a 
Midas touch. As Managing Director at Menlo Ventures, he was recruited to build their consumer practice, and he 
led investments in early-stage giants like Uber, Warby Parker, Machine Zone, and Tumblr. He also invested in 
Poshmark, Betterment, and Dropcam (acquired by Google). At Menlo, he established the Menlo Talent Fund, the 
firm’s first seed program, completing over 35 seed investments, including Parse (acquired by Facebook) and Scan 
(acquired by Snap). 

As an angel investor, Pishevar has backed over 200 companies, including early investments in Facebook, Uber 
(seed and Series B), Hims, Casper, and seed rounds of Postmates (acquired by Uber), Dollar Shave Club (sold to 
Unilever for $1 billion), TaskRabbit (sold to IKEA), Cherry (sold to Lyft), Rihanna’s Savage X Fenty, Rapportive 
(acquired by LinkedIn), Aardvark (acquired by Google), Mercury Bank (Series A), and frontier deep-tech startups 
like Varda Space, Gambit AI (a defense-tech company), and Gameto, a reinvention of IVF. 

He also hired and trained the future founder of TrueBill and seed funded it and housed him in our offices. TrueBill 
was sold to Rocket for $1.3B. Pishevar’s ability to identify transformative ideas and founders early has cemented 
his reputation as one of the most visionary investors of his generation.  
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