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MIKE BIRD 
 
Mike Bird is The Economist’s Wall Street editor, leading the publication's coverage of topics across the American 
financial industry, and the biggest trends in global finance. He is one of the regular writers of the Buttonwood 
column on financial markets, and the co-host of Money Talks, The Economist's podcast on markets, business and 
economics. He is based in Brooklyn, New York, and grew up in Leeds, England. 
 
He is the author of The Land Trap: A New History of the World's Oldest Asset, published by Portfolio, a Penguin 
Random House, in November 2025. The book covers the crucial and often explosive role of land in politics, 
economics and history over the past three hundred years and in various corners of the world. 
 
Mike joined The Economist as Asia business and finance editor in 2021, and spent seven years working in Asia, 
during which time he was based in Singapore and Hong Kong, where he wrote about capital markets, economic 
development and major corporations across the region. Previously, Mike worked for the Wall Street Journal as a 
financial columnist.  
 
In 2016 Mike won the Wincott Award for young financial journalist of the year, and in 2020, he won a Human 
Rights Press Award from the Foreign Correspondents’ Club, the Hong Kong Journalists Association and Amnesty 
International Hong Kong with colleagues for their coverage of Hong Kong's democracy movement.  
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