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Jennifer Burns is an Associate Professor of History at Stanford University and a research fellow at the Hoover
Institution. She is the author of Milton Friedman: The Last Conservative, the first full biography of America’s most
renowned economist. The book was awarded the Age of Reagan Conference Book Prize, recognizing its
outstanding contribution to the understanding of modern American conservatism. Milton Friedman was also
named one of The New York Times's 33 Nonfiction Books to Read This Fall, a most anticipated fall book by the
Chicago Tribune and Bloomberg, and a best book of 2023 by Tyler Cowen’s Marginal Revolution blog. It was hailed
by NPR as “more than a biography of one controversial person, it’s an intellectual history of twentieth century
economic thought,” while Project Syndicate called it “a tour of the broader debate about capitalism.”

She is also the author of Goddess of the Market: Ayn Rand and the American Right, the first biography of the iconic
author based upon exclusive access to her personal papers. Goddess of the Market was named a Bloomberg News
2009 Top Nonfiction Book.

Burns has written for numerous publications including The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, and The
Financial Times. She has been interviewed by NPR’s Marketplace, CNN’s Book TV, and the EconTalk podcast, and
was a featured guest on The Daily Show with Jon Stewart and The Colbert Report.

In addition to numerous talks at colleges and universities, she has spoken to leading financial firms, done historical
briefings for policymakers, and keynoted at Hoover’s annual Monetary Policy Conference. Prior to teaching at
Stanford, she was an Assistant Professor at the University of Virginia. She holds an M.A. and Ph.D. in American
History from the University of California, Berkeley, and is a graduate of Harvard College.
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