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MARK ESPER 

Dr. Mark T. Esper is a seasoned national security expert, global strategist, and former U.S. Secretary of Defense 
who brings decades of leadership at the highest levels of government, military, and industry. As one of America’s 
top defense officials, Dr. Esper played a central role in shaping U.S. military strategy, strengthening international 
alliances, and navigating crises around the world—from the Indo-Pacific and Middle East to NATO and beyond. 

A West Point graduate, Army combat veteran, and former Secretary of the Army, Dr. Esper is uniquely positioned 
to speak on today’s most pressing global challenges including great power competition with China and Russia, the 
future of warfare, defense innovation, crisis leadership, and geopolitical risk. 

Known for his sharp analysis, calm authority, and real-world experience, Dr. Esper delivers high-impact keynotes 
that equip business leaders, policymakers, and global organizations to lead through complexity, prepare for 
strategic threats, and make informed decisions in a rapidly changing world. Dr. Esper’s best-selling book, A Sacred 
Oath, provides an insider’s view of U.S. defense decision-making at a time of historic disruption. 

Whether addressing global summits, corporations, association audiences, universities or community 
forums, Dr. Esper offers an insider’s perspective on leadership under pressure, civil-military relations, and 
securing competitive advantage in an age of uncertainty. 

Popular Speaking Topics: 

• Leading in Times of Global Crisis 
• Geopolitical Risk and Business Strategy 
• Indo-Pacific Strategy and U.S.-China Competition 
• Rebuilding Global Alliances and NATO's Role 
• Innovation, Technology, and the Future of Warfare 
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